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GOLDEN HARVEST
FEATURED PHOTOGRAPHY TOUR

VIETNAM IN FOCUS
Vietnam in Focus run acclaimed photography tours throughout Vietnam and
Indochina. We research, design and lead tours that help you to experience real
local life as well as improve your photography. Whether you are a beginner,
serious amateur or professional photographer, we can help you to capture
incredible shots, and enjoy an unforgettable experience of this fascinating
region.

WE ARE UNIQUE
We personally research and design all of our tours, making them completely
original to Vietnam in Focus. Our guests often remark that they’ve never taken a
tour quite like ours anywhere in the world. Over 300 five star reviews at Trip Advisor, and guests who return again and again, can’t be wrong.

OUR PASSION
Vietnam in Focus originated from our combined passions for photography, travel
and Vietnam. We are working photographers, obsessive explorers and full-time
students of Vietnam, and we love to share our passion with guests. We're also
passionate about making a real difference, and work with local NGOs to improve
people's lives and the environment in Vietnam

OUR PHOTOGRAPHY TOURS
Our Golden Harvest Tour is a premium photographic adventure, and we’ll enjoy
the best accommodation available in the region, from stylish bamboo eco-lodges to mountain resorts and restored H’mong forts. We’ll also taste the most
delicious cuisine in a part of the world already renowned for its culinary excellence. We travel by spacious and comfortable minibus, with an extra vehicle to
transport our luggage between accommodation. At the same time, our close
connection to the people of this region, local friendships and many years of experience give us unparalelled access to the authentic life of the ethnic minorities
and the area’s most stunning vistas. As working photographers and journalists,
with many years of teaching experience, we provide you unique insights and
knowledge about Vietnam and photographic storytelling.

GOLDEN HARVEST
Stunning mountain landscapes and a harvest-time encounter with the Montagnards
For the ultimate mountain photo adventure through Northern Vietnam, we head
north to capture ‘golden harvest’ on the towering rice terraces of Mu Cang Chai
and Sapa. With rainy season over and the harvest fast approaching, the paddies
go from bright green to gold in a matter of weeks, a landscape photographer’s
dream. The Golden Harvest Festival in Mu Cang Chai attracts ethnic minority
people from all over the north for markets and games in the centre of town. The
road then takes us north to remote Lai Chau province and the spectacular O Quy
Ho Pass, before we arrive in the former colonial hill station of Sapa. From there we
head into remote Hoang Su Phi, also home to a great arena of golden rice terraces at this time of year. In many paddies, the local ethnic minorities are already
cutting the crops, and we’ll capture stunning portraits of rural life. We round off
the trip with an adventure in Ha Giang’s incredible Dong Van Rocky Plateau, a
staggering volcanic landscape home to a colourful array of ethnic groups.

TOUR DATES
2022 - 22nd September - 6th October
2023 - 14th September - 28th September
2024 - 12th September - 26th September
2025 - 18th September - 2nd October
2026 - 17th September - 1st October
2027 - 16th September - 30th September

TOUR PRICE
$4,950 per person
Single Supplement + $500

If you can’t join the whole Golden Harvest Tour, it’s also possible to just travel
with us for half, as there is a natural midway break point at Sapa. That means you
could join us for the first half of Hanoi – Mu Cang Chai – Sapa and get the overnight train back to Hanoi on day 7, or alternatively meet us in Sapa on day 7 and
travel the second half via of Hoang Su Phi – Ha Giang – Hanoi. Half of the tour
would be half the price

ITINERARY
DAY 1 - HANOI
Flights arrive at various times of day and we’ll have complimentary pick up to take
you to your hotel. In the afternoon, we have a group orientation and meet and
greet. We’ll then head out for our first group dinner at a gourmet Vietnamese
restaurant. Afterwards, we head out for a Hanoi by Night photo tour, taking in the
Old Quarter streets, Hoan Kiem Lake, Ho Chi Minh’s Mausoleum and the railway
village.

DAY 2 - HANOI, THO HA
We’ll start the day with sunrise at Hoan Kiem Lake, and we’ll capture all the action
as elderly Hanoians practice t’ai chi and aerobics, or even ‘laughing yoga’. There
will be a short walk through some of the Old Quarter’s most tmospheric trading
streets, like Hang Thiec and Hang Vai. We’ll then enjoy breakfast together near St.
Joseph’s Cathedral. After a brief freshening up, it’s time to head out for Tho Ha, a
village renowned for its charming architecture and production of rice paper
pancakes. Tho Ha retains the mud-brick houses and winding, narrow alleyways
typical of the old Red River Delta, among which residents spread out their rice
paper to dry. We return in late afternoon. After dinner, we head out to Hanoi
Railway Station to catch the overnight sleeper train to Lao Cai.

DAY 3 – LAO CAI TO SAPA
We arrive in Lao Cai in the early morning and head straight up to Sapa to check
into our hotel. We then head out to scenic Sin Chai village, where we have a close
encounter with the local Red Dzao people. Sin Chai’s people are renowned for
their handicrafts, such as clothing and handmade jewellery. We’ll be talking to
the villagers and taking photographs of daily Dzao life. After lunch in Sapa, we
head out to Chu Va hill. Our focus here is landscapes, and we’ll be setting up here
for some incredible sunset shots across the valley.

DAY 4 – SAPA TO MU CANG CHAI
It’s an early start today to head west for Mu Cang Chai. On the way, we cross the
legendary O Quy Ho Pass. and we’ll grab some epic landscapes over the remote
province of Lai Chau. The road to Mu Cang Chai offers plenty of scenic spots, but
we’ll also be stopping to capture local tribal life. We encounter H’mong, Thai, Tay
and Dzao people along the way. We arrive at the dramatically-set Mu Cang Chai
Ecolodge in time for a late lunch. In the afternoon we head out to a couple of
incredible locations to shoot the golden rice terraces in full splendour, and also
capture some local farmers beginning to work the fields. The Harvest Festival is in
full swing, so at night we’ll head down into Mu Cang Chai town to check out the
festivities, market stalls and famous local hospitality!

DAY 5 – MU CANG CHAI TO TU LE
Today we head further into the countryside towards Tu Le’s concentric ‘rice bowl’
paddies. On the way, we’ll climb up to La Pan Tan village. The route here winds
through the most incredible rice terraces in Asia, and the village is home to
H’mong tribespeople renowned for their colourful dress. Before reaching Tu Le,
we also cross the Khau Pha Pass, one of northwest Vietnam’s most spectacular
journeys. We check into our ecolodge at Tu Le and have lunch here. The afternoon is to be spent exploring some remote villages near Tu Le, where we’ll be
meeting people from the Tay and H’mong tribes and shooting more golden
sunsets among the paddies.

DAY 6 – TU LE TO BAC HA
We have a sunrise shoot in the stunning terraces near our ecolodge, and we’ll be
up early enough to capture workers on their way to the fields. After breakfast, we
drive east, crossing the Red River at Lao Cai. We have lunch in Lao Cai and then
travel to the River Chay valley, where we’ll have a longboat trip upriver (dependent on river level) and landscape shoot in the area. From there we head up in to
Bac Ha town, where we overnight.

DAY 7
BAC HA TO PAN HOU
This morning we rise very early for the Coc
Ly ethnic minority market near Bac Ha. Local
H’mong traders descend on this small lakeside
market to buy and sell textiles, food and other
goods. It’s a great chance to capture authentic
images of H’mong life. We then hit the road
north for Hoang Su Phi. The area is
home to incredible rice terraces,
and there are stupendous landscapes along the way. We
arrive at Pan Hou
Ecolodge in late afternoon.

DAY 8 – BAN LUOC AND PAN HOU

DAY 9 – BAN LUOC / PAN HOU TO NAM DAM

We will shoot around Ban Luoc and Ta Su Choong today. We drive up to Ban
Luoc at dawn (1.5 hours drive) and shoot some of the steep rice terraces on the
way up. We’ll then enjoy a walk around this stunning area, which has some of the
north’s most spectacular scenery. In the afternoon, we head up to Ta Su Choong,
with more incredible landscapes and scenes of local life as the farmers begin
their harvest. We drive back down to Pan Hou Eco Lodge towards sunset, when
we hope to catch some classic pictures of farmers returning home from the fields.
Overnight Pan Hou.

We’ll travel from Pan Hou along remote backroads into Ha Giang. On the way, we
have time to spend photographing the spectacular landscapes of ‘Heaven’s
Gate’ and Tam Son. At Nam Dam, we’ll meet a Red Dzao family, giving us an
up-close look at the daily life and traditions of this minority. Long-time friends of
ours, the family are also happy to sit for a portrait shoot, and we’ll be focusing on
composition and lighting for these kind of pictures. In the evening we enjoy some
of the finest cuisine in the region, home-cooked by our Red Dzao hosts. Overnight Dzao Lodge.

DAY 10 – NAM DAM TO DONG VAN
The beautiful route into the Dong Van rocky plateau takes us past adobe mud
villages and French colonial ruins. However, the main attractions are the unique
landscapes and minority people of the rocky plateau. We’ll stop at various points
along the way to capture magisterial mountainscapes and colourful minority life.
We’ll also visit an old H’mong King’s palace, once a major transit point in the
region’s historical opium trade. We arrive in the frontier town of Dong Van
towards sunset. Overnight Dong Van.

DAY 11 – DONG VAN TO MEO VAC
After Dong Van town, we’ll make the very short but spectacular journey through
the clouds across the Ma Pi Lan Pass. As the light changes and the mist rises from
Vietnam’s deepest gorge, an unearthly scene of volcanic rock formations emerges, the vivid clothes of local H’mong, Nung and Hoa people like beacons in the
dawn. We arrive at our ecolodge in Meo Vac in time for lunch. In the afternoon,
we’ll enjoy a walk to a local H’mong village deep in the Ma Pi Leng valley and
encounter some traditional hospitality, as well as capturing more stunning scenery. Overnight in Meo Vac.

DAY 12 - MEO VAC

DAY 14 – BA BE TO HANOI

This morning we visit Meo Vac’s colourful ethnic minority market. People from a
rich variety of ethnic minority groups descend from their villages in the mountains to trade, barter and catch up with old friends. It makes for a colourful and
unique photographic project, with great chances for portraiture and pictures of
people at work and play. After lunch, we enjoy an afternoon exploring the local
area or relaxing at the lodge and catching up on picture editing. Overnight in
Meo Vac

We have a morning to explore and enjoy the lush area around Ba Be, with a
guided boat trip around the enormous lake, including visits to a waterfall and
enormous cave. After lunch we head back to Hanoi, arriving in the capital in late
afternoon. We have a final farewell dinner together in the Old Quarter.

DAY 13 - MEO VAC TO BA BE
The back road from Bao Lac to Ba Be Lake takes us through some of the most
stunning rural scenery in northern Vietnam. However, today is a long drive, so we
need to limit our stops. Descending from the mountainous borderlands, we glide
past bright green paddy terraces and cascading waterfalls. The final stretch into
Ba Be National Park brings us into a verdant valley, and face to face with the limestone mountain lakes that give this area its name. Overnight with our Tay minority
friends at their eco lodge on the shore of Ba Be Lake.

DAY 15 - HANOI DEPARTURE DAY
Flights depart at various times.

LIFE ON TOUR

TOUR INFORMATION
ACCOMMODATION
Throughout the trip, we stay in quality 4 star hotels or the best mountain
eco-lodges available locally. In some places there are shared bathroom facilities.
There is a surcharge for single bookings. If you are open to sharing with someone outside your group, we will do our best to make sure your preferences are
met.
The detailed list of accommodation for the tour is –
Hanoi – MK Premier
Sapa – Pao’s Hotel
Mu Cang Chai – MCC Eco Lodge
Tu Le – Tu Le Eco Lodge
Bac Ha – Sao Mai Hotel
Pan Hou – Pan Hou Eco Lodge
Nam Dam – Dzao Lodge
Dong Van – Hoa Cuong Hotel
Meo Vac – Auberge de Meo Vac
Ba Be – Ba Be Lakeside Bungalows

PAN HAU ECO LODGE

TRANSPORTATION
Throughout the tour we travel by comfortable, air-conditioned 16 seat private
minibus. There will be enough room in the vehicle to carry our maximum 8
guests, guide, driver, luggage and camera gear. Please however bring a maximum of 1 large suitcase, small daypack and/or camera bag.
The night train to Lao Cai is in good, clean condition, and we will be travelling by
the best class available. There are clean toilet and washing facilities onboard, and
the carriages are air-conditioned.
RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENT
Camera
Lens Selection (Landscape and Portraits)
Tripod
Extra Batteries and Media Cards
Remote Trigger or Shutter Release
ND Filters
Circular Polarizer
Smartphone
Laptop and Storage Device
Cables
Travel Adapter
Hiking Shoes

SAPA EXPRESS TRAIN CABIN

GENERAL INFORMATION
PRICING
Prices are per person based on double occupancy and do not include international
airfare to/from your destination or internal flights during the tour. Single supplement is available at $500 per person. Surcharges may apply to certain travel dates
based upon international or local holidays, as well as local events and festivals. All
prices and fares are quoted in U.S. dollars and subject to change. See the terms and
conditions for this trip for more information
EARLY BIRD BOOKINGS
We offer an early bird discount of 10% if tour bookings are made 6 months in
advance of departure.
PAYMENT PROCESS
We take an initial holding deposit of $500 per person, which is non-refundable. The
remainder is due 3 months in advance of the departure date. We also confirm tour
departure at this point, and people can go ahead and book flights.
CANCELLATION POLICY
Tour cancellations incur a fee based on your time of notice before the tour commences.
The time frame and fees for cancellations are as follows
90 to 61 days before departure is 25% of the trip price.
60 to 46 days before departure is 50% of the trip price.
45-0 days prior to departure is 100% of the trip price.
GROUP SIZE
We take a maximum number of 5 guests per 1 tour leader. With larger groups we
will split between 2 tour leaders
DEPARTURES
Tour departures will be confirmed 3 months in advance, and depend on a minimum number of guests. Guests should not book flights until they receive confirmation of the tour departure.
SEASONALITY
This is a small private group tour with designated departure dates. However we can
tailor this tour or something similar to your required dates.
FITNESS
A general level of fitness is required

TOUR INCLUDES
Transfers upon arrival and departure
3 Star Hotel & Eco Lodge Accommodation
All transportation
Meals as indicated in the itinerary
Daily activities and excursions
All gratuities
Local guides and government permits
TOUR EXCLUDES
Domestic or International Airfare
Travel Insurance
Visas
Alcoholic beverages
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WWW
vietnaminfocus.com

EMAIL
info@vietnaminfocus.com

PHONE
(+84) 079 515 05 22 (Alex Sheal) General Manager

FACEBOOK
VietnamInFocus

INSTAGRAM
@vietnaminfocus_phototours
#vietnaminfocus #goldenharvest

